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UHBAN  DISTRICT  COUI^^CIL  OF  BURGESS  HILL. 


REPORT  OF  THE  lASDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Burgess  Hill  Urban  District  Council. 
I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  13.67  as  compared  with  I3.I3  for  the 
previous  year  and  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  is  44.12. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  Typhoid  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria 
or  Measles. 


D IPHTHER  lA  imUNIZ  AT  ION . 

Complete  information  was  given  in  my  last  year's  report  of  the 
procedure  adopted  for  bringing  to  the  notice  of  all  parents  the  advantages 
of  immunization  so  it  is  unnecessary  to  cover  the  same  ground  again. 

The  proof  that  the  methods  adopted  are  achieving  their  object  is 
shown  by  the  figures  of  immunized  children  at  31st  December  which  were 
as  follows 

One  to  5 years  of  age  ...  ...  95  per  cent  irrmunized 

Five  to  15  years  of  age  ...  ...  95  per  cent  immunized 

Particulars  are  given  below  of  the  position  in  the  elementary  schools. 


Name  of  School 

Number  on  Roll 

Percentage 

Junction  Road  School 

London  Road  Senior 

263 

303 

97 

95 

95 

London  Road  Junior  and  Infants 

208 

We  continue  to  use  A.P.T.,  the  dosage  being  .3  c.cm  followed  by 
the  same  dose  four  weeks  later,  and  the  post  Schick  test  showed  that 
over  99  per  cent  of  the  children  had  been  rendered  Schick  negative  three 


to  six  months  later. 

During  the  year  144  children  were  immunized  and  &7  Schick  tested. 
Children  who  have  been  Lonunized  in  the  under-five  group  are  again  Schick 
tested  on  entering  school,  the  number  tested  being  442,  of  these  5 per  cent 
were  found  to  be  positive  and  were  given  further  injections. 

The  problem  of  protecting  infants  before  one  year  of  age  was  given 
consideration.  it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  commence  inoculating 
before  the  child's  first  birthday  as  other  workers  have  found  that  below 
this  age  the  infant  does  not  usually  respond  to  the  injections.  It  was, 
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therefore , decided  to  offer  to  immunize  expectant  mothers  at  the  5th  or 
6th  month  of  pregnancy  in  order  that  this  immunity  may  be  passed  on  to 
the  infant.  ‘ The  mothers  are  first  Schick  tested  and  those  found  to  be 
positive  are  given  three  injections  of  T.A.F.  at  fortnightly  intervals 
and  another  test  carried  out  afterwards  to  ensure  that  immunity  has 
occurred.  It  is  proposed  to  test  the  infant  when  he  or  she  is  one  year 
old  to  ascertain  if  in  fact  immunity  has  been  passed  on  by  the  mother. 

k'y  best  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Duke,  v/ho  gave  the  great  majority  of 
the  injections  and  carried  out  all  the  Schick  testing,  and  it  is  principally 
due  to  his  efforts  that  such  excellent  results  have  been  achieved.  Miss 
Dean  fes  also  given  very  valuable  service,  in  a voluntary  capacity,  keeping 
all  the  records,  arranging  and  attending  clinics,  making  appointments  for 
the  parents  to  have  tbeir  children  treated,  and  visiting  certain  parents 
who  did  not  accept  immunization  in  the  first  place. 

Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred,  one,  a child  twelve  months  old,  who 
contracted  the  disease  before  he  had  been  imxmunized  and  the  other  his 
sister,  who  was,  found  to  have  a slight  sore  throat  and  a positive  swab 
when  she  was  examined  as  a contact.  The  latter  child  had  been  immunized 

^939  ^^d  W3.S  negative  to  the  Schick  test  in  194-0.  Both  cases  were 
very  mild. 

SCA&IES.  . 

Scabies  was  made  notifiable  in  194-3  and  this  has  proved  to  be  of 
great  assistance  in  dealing  with  the  disease.  One  hundred  and  nineteen 
cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Treatment  facilities  are  available,  at  the  Cleansing  Centre,  Burgess 
Hill,  the  routine  procedure  being  a hot  bath  followed  by  an  application 
of  benzyl  benzoate  on  two  consecutive  days.  All  contacts  in  the  same 
household  are  seen  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  or  myself,  those 
found  to  be  infected  receiving  the  two  treatments  and  the  others  one 
preventive  treatment. 

If  a certain  school  appears  to  be  particularly  involved  an  examination 
of  the  childrens  hands  is  carried  out  and  many  cases  have  been  unearthed  in 
this  way.  The  diagnosis  is  made  by  the  aid  of  a magnifying  glass.  In 
cases  where  there  is  a doubt  as  to  whether  the  mite  is  alive  or  dead  the 
use  of  a microscope  decides  the  issue.  1 

J 
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HOJSING. 

The  housing  situation  vnthin  the  Urban  Area  continued  to  deteriorate 
and  there  are  many  families  inadequately  housed  - the  demobilisaticn  of 
men  from  His  ^kjesty's  Forces  will  make  the  problem  even  more  acute. 

To  assist  the  Council  in  assessing  the  number  of  new  houses  required 
a survey  of  unfit  houses  likely  to  be  dealt  with  by  closure  or  demolition 
was  commenced  and  is  being  continued. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  I944  transfers  to  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  the  functions  of  local  authorities  relating  to 
the  conditions  under  v\^ich  milk  is  produced  on  the  farm.  The  "appointed 
day  for  this  transference  has  not  yet  been  announced.  Whilst  it  is 
admitted  that  the  supervision  of  milk  production  has  been  inadequate  in 
many  rural  districts,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  cowkeepers  on  the 
register  and  to  a shortage  of  sanitary  inspectors,  the  solution  of  the 
problem  does  not  appear  to  me  as  proposed,  but  for  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  bring  the  lagging  districts  into  line  with  the  others.  Public  health 
officials  are  responsible  for  the  hygienic  condition  of  all  foods  from  the 
time  they  are  produced  until  they  are  delivered  to  the  consumer  and  I am 
unable  to  understand  why  milk,  which  is  more  liable  to  contamination  than 
other  foods,  should  be  regarded  differently  and  removed  from  the  control 
of  the  local  sanitary  authority  as  far  as  production  is  concerned. 

In  this  district  there  are  I6  dairy  farms,  the  number  of  inspections 
carried  out  during  I944  being  70,  and  the  number  of  samples  taken  for 
bacteriological  analyses  5I;  of  these  41  were  satisfactory. 

•Vill  the  dairy  farms  in  this  district  be  supervised  as  well  under 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.? 

The  Ministry  of  Food’s  rationalization  scheme  of  milk  delivery,  which 
was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  saving  petrol  consumption,  has  not  been 
a popular  measure  with  the  public,  at  ar^y  rate  in  this  district.  Those 
who  have  dealt  with  a certain  retailer,  perhaps  all  their  lives,  do  not 
take  kindly  to  having  to  take  their  milk  from  another  retailer  and  many 
complaints  have  been  received  by  this  department  regarding  the  keeping 
quality  of  their  milk.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  milk  was 
accomn.odation  milk  from  the  large  creameries.  This  milk  has  to  be 
collectea  from  farms,  transported  to  the  creamery,  there  bulked  and  treated, 
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sent  by  rail  to  the  local  railvray  station  and  there  collected  by  the 
retailer,  virith  the  result  that  it  is  old  on  delivery  to  the  consumer. 

The  Government's  policy  outlined  in  1943  was  that  in  areas  where  the 
rationalization  scheme  was  in  force  all  milk  sold  was  to  be  heat-treated 
unless  it  came  from  Tuberculin  Tested  herds  or  accredited  milk  from 

sirigle  herds.  Areas  were  to  be  specified  as  and  when  plants  became 
available  but  at  the  time  of  writing  no  intimation  has  been  received  in 
respect  of  this  district.  It  is  hoped  that  all  milk  in  this  district  will 
be  pasteurised,  with  the  exception  of  those  mentioned,  in  the  near  future, 
as  the  present  position  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  Burgess  Hill  ./ater  Company,  no 
shortage  occurring  during  the  year.  The  supply  is  filtered  and 
chlorinated j monthly  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis, 
all  being  satisfactory. 

All  houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with  piped  water  direct  to 
the  houses  with  the  exception  of  six,  which  are  supplied  by  shallow  wells. 
Negotiations  took  place  in  February  of  this  year  with  the  Burgess  Hill 
Water  Company  and  the  owners  with  a view  to  the  extension  of  the  main  to 
these  houses.  It  was  decided  to  give  further  consideration  to  the  matter 
at  the  end  of  six  months. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 

Constant  supervision  of  the  food  trade  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year  involving  339  visits  to  butchers  shops,  food  shops,  bakehouses 
and  dairy  premises. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Sayers,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  help 
and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  department  and  to  Miss  Everson,  my 
Chief  Clerk. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  consideration,  support  and  assistance  I have  received  from  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  .m)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Sujrjnary  of  Statistics  for  the  Year  1944. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year 

Rateable  Value  

•••  •••  ••• 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  

Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre) 

Number  of  Houses  

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  


2,024 

7,316 

^^595809 

£237 

3.61 

2,250 

18.59 

13.67 

44.12 


CAUSES  OF  DE/\TH  IN  BURGESS  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT . 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1: 

1: 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

16. 

17. 
16. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

i; 

Ik 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

36. 


Cause  of  Death; 

Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  fevers  ... 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ' [ 

Scarlet  Fever  ;;;  ;;; 

pooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  forms  of  tube?culos  is  . . . ...  i * 

Syphilitic  diseases  

Influenza 

Measles  ...  _ ] ] ; ; ; ; ; ; ; 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis  ...  

Cancer  of  b.cav  and  oesoph. (male)  uterus ’ (femaie ) 
Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Cancer  of  breast  [ [ 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

Diabetes  ;;;  ;;; 

Intra.  cran.  vase,  lesions  

Heart  disease  ;;;  ;;; 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  ] ; ; ; ; ; ; 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  .w  ;;; 

other  digestive  diseases  ... 

Nephritis  ;;;  ;;;  ••• 

^erperal  and  post.abor.  sepsis  ... 

Other  maternal  causes  

Premature  birth .‘H  

Con.mal.  birth  in j . infant,  dis.  ... 

-nicide  

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

All  other  causes  . . 


Males ; Females 


4 

14 

3 


2 

7 

i 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 


1 

2 


Totals 


33 


67 
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BIRTH  rate;  CIVILLAN  DK^TH  MTE  and  annual  analysis  of  mortality  during  the  Year,  1944  (Provisional  Figures). 


Inspections ; 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECT  IONS. 


Housing  1362 

Public  Health  Acts  259 

Food  Premises  339 

Trade  Premises  10 1 

Miscellaneous  1094- 

Total:  311^ 


Complaints ; 

During  the  year  87  complaints  were  received,  dealing  with  the 
following  matters 


Housing  defects  . . . 

• • * 

43 

Rats  

• • ♦ 

20 

Drainage  

• • • 

17 

Accumulations 

• • 0 

2 

Verminous  Premises 

• • • 

2 

Overcrowding 

• • • 

2 

Notices : 

Number  of  notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1943 
Number  of  notices  served  during  1943;- 

a)  Preliminary 209 

b)  Statutory  « 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  during  I944 
Number  of  notices  outstanding  at  end  of  I944 


Milk  Supply. 


INSP5CTI0N  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 


Milk  Production;  Number  of  cowkeepers  on  the  Register 

Approximate  number  of  milch  cows  . . . 
Number  of  inspections 


Retail  Dairies;  Number  of  retailers  on  the  Register 

Number  of  retail  dairies 
Number  of  inspections  ... 

Sampling . 

a ) Bacteriological  examination s 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  51 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  ...  41 

Number  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  ...  10 

t>)  Biological  examination: 


• • • 


• • • 


Total  number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  14 

One  sample  showed  evidence  of  Tubercular 
infection. 


c)  Phosphatase  Test: 


Six  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  taken  for 
the  phosptata  se  test  and  all  were  found  to 
have  been  exiiciently  treated. 
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Meat  Inspection. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Livestock  (Restriction  on  SI- ughtering) 
Order,  19^0,  meat  supplies  for  the  district  come  from  Brighton.  One 
slaughterhouse  in  Burgess  Hill  is  still  licenced  and  is  used  for  ; 

slaughtering  animals  killed  under  special  licence  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food. 


Number  of  Butchers’  Shops  in  district 

e • • 

• • • 

10 

Number  of  Inspections  

« 0 • 

• • • 

42 

Number  of  animals  known  to  be  killed  - 

Pigs 

• • o 

20 

Numiber  of  animals  inspected 

Of* 

Of* 

20 

Meat  found  to  be  diseased  or  unsound. 

One  Rump;  two  loins  of  beef  - Calloused 

f • • 

64 

lbs . 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered; 

Canned  Meat  ...  

ft  ft 

105 

lbs . 

Canned  Fish  ...  

ft  • ft 

23 

tins 

Canned  Milk  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

17 

t ins 

Jam  ...  ...  

0 ft  ft 

70 

lbs . 

Cheese  ...  

0 ft  ft 

7 

lbs . 

Cake  ...  ...  ...  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

57 

lbs . 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Goods  . . . 

ft  ft  ft 

59 

tins 

INFESTATIONS. 

No  houses  were  found  to  be  bug  infested. 


THE  MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Appended  below  are  details  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during 
the  year:- 


1 

1 

Disease 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Cuckfield  Rural 

District 

Cuckfield  Urban 

District 

Burgess  Hill 

Urban  District 

other  Districts 

Service  Cases 

staff:  Mid-Sussex 

Isolation  Hospital 

TOTAL 

1 

' 

Diphtheria  

3 

— 

3' 

i 

6 

>'  Diphtheria  Observation  

' 

- 

1 

2 

- 

3 

. Scarlet  Fever  

55 

26 

14 

5 

1 

o 

1 — 1 

I Scarlet  Fever  Observation  

- 

3 

- 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Sonne  Dysentery  ... 

-1 

1 

1 

1 Scarlet  Fever  Surgical  

j 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 Scarlet  Fever  plus  Chicken-pox  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

i Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  

I 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  Observation 

2 

1 

1 

- 

Meningitis  

- 

- 

1 

1 

\ ■ < * * 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis  

* 

- 

- 

1 

Encephalitis  Observation  ...  ...  ... 

■ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

“ 

1 

Sonne  Dysentery  

8 

- 

7 

- 

15 

L403,sX0S  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Measles  and  Pneumonia  

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Measles  and  Bronchitis  

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

German  Measles  

- 

•• 

- 

4 

“ 

4 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

1 

2 

3 

11 

Whooping  Cough  and  Pneumonia  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Iimuips  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

- 

1 

8 

1 

11 

Chicken-pox  

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Streptococcal  Otorrhoea 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Streptococcal  Throat  

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Streptococcal  Throat  plus  Colitis  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

\ 

i Erysipelas  

1 

5 

1 

- 

2 

- 

8 

Vincents  Angina  

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 Influenza  ...  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total  

00 

32 

28 

23 

25 

3 

: 

196 
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NOT  IF  IC  AT  IONS  OF  II^TFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 


Disease 

Totals 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

15 

- 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

- 

i/Vho oping  Cough 

112 

2 

Measles 

78 

- 

- 

Cerebro -spinal 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

214 

21 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE, 

Notification  rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population . 


Notifications 

England  and  Wales 

Burgess  Hill  Urban 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01  ■ 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.14 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.40 

2.32 

V/ho oping  Cough 

2.49 

15.30 

Diphtheria 

0.56 

0.27 

Erysipelas 

0.29 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

4.16 

10.66 

Pneumonia 

0.97 

0.41 

9 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  .^.GE  GROUPS . 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

C\J 

1 

1 — 1 

nn 

1 

CM 

1 

PO 

1 

0 

H 

1 

ITN 

rH 

1 

S- 

0 

OJ 

1 

lo 

H 

lr\ 

rn 

1 

o 

CM 

ITN 

1 

PO 

vO 

1 

ITN 

65  and  over 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

9 

2 

1 

2 

1 

- 

17 

Diphtheria 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

* 

•• 

2 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

‘3 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

. 

1 

Measles 

5 

6 

b 

4 

4 

40 

6 

1 

3 

1 

- 

78 

Whooping  Cough 

1C 

b 

16 

11 

17 

46 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

112 

Totals : 

16 

16 

25 

15 

22 

95 

11 

3 

7 

4 



- 

214 

TUBERCULOSIS  ~ NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  1944 . 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

! 

Respiratory 

iMon-  , 
Respiratory 

Respiratory 

^^Respiratory 

Males 

Fema  les 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1 

- 

“ 

- 

. 

1 

1 “ 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 - 15 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

— 

15  - 25 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1 

25  - 35 

2 

- 

- 

1 

35  - 45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

«• 

45  - 55 

1 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

55  - 65 

1 

- 

- 
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